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SAFE TOYS AND GIFTS MONTH
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When it comes to toys and gifts selecting the right ones can be a challenge, 
especially as new toys appear on the shelves every year. Toys are intended to 
be fun and enjoyable for children, but they can pose serious health risks if they 
are not properly made and designed. Falls and choking cause most toy-related 
deaths and injuries in children. This holiday season (and beyond), please consider 
the following guidelines for choosing safe toys for all ages.

WHEN SHOPPING FOR KIDS

For more information about toy safety, call the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission Hot Line at (800) 638-2772.

Check toys for age, skill level & 
appropriateness.

Immediately discard plastic 
wrapping & toy packaging.

Look for quality design & construction. 
The American Society for Testing and 
Materials standards (ASTM) labels 
assure you toys have passed safety 
inspection.

Frequently check recent toy recalls on 
the National Safe Kids Campaign 
website: www.safekids.org.

Educate yourself about lead exposure from 
toys and how to recognize the symptoms of 
lead poisoning. Call your doctor if you 
suspect your child has been exposed to lead. 

Keep toys appropriate for older 
children away from younger siblings.

Avoid toys with sharp points or edges, 
toys that produce loud noises, or 
include parts that �y o�.

Avoid toys with strings, straps or 
cords longer than 7 inches that may 
pose a risk for strangulation.

Avoid toys with small balls or parts. 
Purchase a small parts tester or use a 
toilet paper roll to determine if toys 
are suitable. If any toy can pass 
through the cardboard roll it is 
inappropriate for kids under 3. 

Do not purchase small or 
high-powered magnet sets for kids. 

Keep “button” batteries out of reach, 
as they can cause serious injury or 
death if injested.

Avoid electrical toys with heating 
elements for children under age 8.

Do not give crayons and markers 
unless they are labeled “non-toxic.”

Helmets and safety gear should always be purchased in conjunction with riding 
or sports equipment, be sized to �t, and should be worn properly at all times.

AFTER GIFTS ARE OPENED


